I.
Family Background Grandma
Grandparents:  do you remember them? Yes  what do you recall of your mother/father's recollections of their childhood?I knew only my mothers parents.  They would only speak in Italian and lived in Brooklyn until they died.  My Grandfather was alive into my early adulthood. They were both very old fashioned and believed that women and men had their placed.

What activities did you like to do with your parents? mother?talking having her teach me to cook even though none of the children were allowed to cook since that was my mothers job.  father?My father work long hours and was not usually available to spend time with unless it was Sunday diner.

Mother's life:  did she work outside home? No Strictlyn a House wife. when you were growing up? what were aims in life?My only real aim was to due as my parents had done get married and raise a family.  her aims for her children?She wanted all her children to be settled in a married life and to have children so she could enter the next part of her life to be a grandparent.  her education? Very basic learning in grammar school in Italy none when she came to America as a Teenager. community/political involvement?The only involvement was to gain citizenship for whichshe took some classes Ask same questions about fatherFAther was a garment presser which at the time was a skilled job and was paid a fair wage for his work  He was older when he came as a young man so he did attend night school to learn English.  He expected that all his children would work hard to live comfortably.  They were  all expect to help the family that was the most important thing.

Who gave you the strongest role model?  Mom who she spent the most time with.

II.  Organization of family life: the family dwelling

     How many family members were there? A total of 10  What were the age/sex differences?Three girls 5 boys and parents.   They were all about two year apart form the sibling before them.

How long did children stay at home, and were there differences in ages of departure that related to gender?All stayed home until they were married.

Education:  what were your best/favorite subjects, favorite teachers?Liked reading didn’t have a favorite teacher.  Were distinctions made in schooling for girls and boys? Girls were not expected to realyy attend school much beyond 8th of 9th grade. Describe your classmates--of same background as you?Most were the children of immigrates who had settled in the same area of Brooklyn

What was the time, occasion of interviewee's departure from home?24 yeas  Was there a debate or controversy over it?No getting married.

If departed, where to?  How far?In the same general area at first until husband got a job on Long Island. We were the first in either family to move far away from the rest of our relative. We were considered to be moving to the country.  We visited for Sunday Dinner every Sunday unless bad weather or  illness.  We always visited each set of parents but always ate at  husbnd s family. What kinds of communication patterns were set up between new and old homes?  If remained, under what circumstances?

III.
Decision-making and status
How were key family decisions made about your life, e.g. on moving, schooling, occupational choices, marriage?Decisions were made for me as far as schooling occupation marriage was my  choice but had tobe approved by parents.

How were decisions made on daily family business, either when growing up or married/independent (budgetary, housekeeping, etc.)?All household chores were handled by the females.  All outside work was done by Manof family later helped by sons.

Compare discipline patterns when growing up and when has own children (if relevant)--who disciplined you, who disciplines your children?  And by what means? Fathe was the disciplinarian of the family He was usually reasonable as long as we didn’t do anything really terrible.  Woman always deferred  to male.

Were family members "ranked" according to status and privileges? No but there were dfinitlely differences in what was expected form each gender. Why?  How did ranking manifest itself, e.g. in sitting arrangements at meals?  terms of address?For the most part ranking took place concerning marrigage. You usually waited in turn from oldest down to get married.

IV.  Emotional content
Ask for descriptions of affectionate/or lack of affectionate relationships in family--to whom was it possible to express affection?Both parents were loving but it wa easier for me to express affection to my dad because we didn’t get to see or spend a lot of time with him.  who returned it?Affection was returned by both

Describe relations between spouses, either your’s or her parents.My parents were very loving toward each other.  My father offtn helped my mother and usually had great patients with her.  She could tend to drive you nutty.Each was very set in certain was. For example my father for as long as I could remember would always have the same exact breakfast.

V. Aid and Responsibility
Did you aid parents in any way?When they got older.

Who cared for sick and dependent family members?Brothers and Sisters  took them in.

Who did the housework?Mainly the female.

VI.   Property
Who owned the family property and how was it managed?They never owned property on my side of the family. They rented in the city.  On your grandfathers side they owned their own house.  All under males name 

VII.  Education
How were decisions made about your education?None of us went to collge on my side of the family.

     Who paid for it?

     How does that situation compare with siblings or other family members?

     When did education stop, and why?

VIII.  Careers and opportunities
Did family's attitudes toward women's work influence interviewee's choice of career and/or marriageDefinitly family attitude affected my way to thinking I never thought to do anything bet get married and have a  family.? How was "success" measured in your family?Honesty and hardwork

    What, if any, pressures were put upon your to decide in one way or another?

    What were your work experiences?

Describe your first job.Not until I was in my mid fifties working at a perfume factory on the assembly line. How did you get it?The plant was opened and went with my sister and some friends .  How old were you?  Did you expect to keep it a long time? No   What did you earn?  Minumum wage.Where did the money get spent? On my children Who was your boss?Don’t remember. Did you make friends on the job and socialize with them?Yes I enjoyed slcializing with others I am outgoing.  What was the best/worst thing about that job? Some to the petty behavior of a group of women working together.Why did you leave it? Lay-off  Describe other work experiences similarlyNone 

Marriage/work: marriage/ children/ work--describe your priorities and decisions in these  regards, how you managed things at home and at work, if applicable.Family and children always took priority. And still does.

If you had been a man, would your experiences have been different? Yes even in ny day ment were always given mor opportunities.  Any sexual harassment on the job?NO

IX.  Migration
When did family migrate to U.S. or make major move within

U.S.?Eary 1900s

Who made the migration decisions, and why?Parents parents. For abetter life.

     Did contact continue with old country or old neighborhood? What was   interviewee's attitude toward the places left behind?

XIII.  General
What was the most exciting part of your life?  worst part? Being old and ill not being able to to do what I use to be able to do. If you

could live it over again, how would you change it?Not sure I would, other than to do things that would help my family..  And perhaps take better care of myself so I would be healthier  now.

If you had/have a daughter, how different would you like her life to be?I encouraged my children to goto college

What dramatic influences on your life can you recall?The birthof each o my children especially my oldest who died of Polio many yeas ago

 How do yu feel about abortion and Amendment?  They are all wrong,..

Do you define yourself as a feminist, and if so, what do you mean by the term?No not at all.

If you could be sixteen again, how would you change your life?NotSure

               How do you think significant wars, WWII/Vietnam, or political movements/ mainly the feminist movement shaped your way of thinking about being a woman?I do think WW11 allowed many women to do men’s jobs out of need.  However that only lasted as long as the war.  I am not sure if  it had  been the preview for femists because women are doing mens jobs.

Mike did the best I could.  If you need more call me Mom!!!!!

