I.
Family Background   Mom
Grandparents:  do you remember them?  what do you recall of your mother/father's recollections of their childhood?

I remember my grandparents, three of them were born in Italy.  They were very hard working people who believed in doing a good job and earning their own way.  They all became US citizens in their youth.  My mother was raised with seven other siblings.  They were a family of ten.  My mother was the middle daughter of three girls.  She was the fifth child born.   Girls then were expected to work within the home form when they were small.  My mothers job growing up was to clean and iron.  She was given chores ( age related )from when she was in grammar school. As A teen her job was to clean as was her older sister until she left home to marry.  Both her parents were loving but strict about their upbringing.  She often told me her brothers and their friend gave her the name tiger because she was always chasing them out of the house after she had just cleaned.  She did go to school until 10th grade but was not encouraged to continue beyond that.  She met my father when she was about 20 and waited for him until the war was over to marry.  At that time she did work outside the home but when she married stopped working to start a family. My mom was a house wife almost all of her life, She took care of us took us places and my dad worked.  She did find a part time job when my youngest brother was about sixteen just to keep busy.

My father was the oldest of three sons.  His parents were different from my mother’s because my Grandfather on this side owned his own business as a taylor.  So my dad completed HS and was encouraged to go to college.  My grandmother on this side was a little ahead of her time.  She like all women of the time was taught to do as her husband wanted, have children take care of the home etc, but she was a really good seamtress and at that time was in demand for work outside the home.  So  as  I remember she was often working especially after her children were grown .

What activities did you like to do with your parents? mother?  father?With my Mom I liked to bake she never really wanted us to cook.  She said we would do it once we were grown so why do it early.    She learned to drive when I was about ten which was a big thing for her and us because now she was totally dependent on my dad for everything. With my Dad I use to go with him to work we really never went on vacations because my dad had to work hard to provide for his family.  But when I was about eleven I would go with him on saturadays  I got paid 3.00 which I saved to buy Christmas gifts each year for my family.  I always had fun going with my dad.

Mother's life:  did she work outside home? Not until Uncle Joe was sixteen she worked on  an assembly line packing perfume.  She did this part time for about five of six years.  She enjoyed it I think because it was money she could spend the was she wanted which was usually on us kids. when you were growing up? what were aims in life?  her aims for her children?  her education? community/political involvement? I remember her always reading the paper to make political choices, she was very conservative and would usually as my dad about his opinions on her choices.  Her only involvement outside  the home was if it involved an activity for us kids. Ask same questions about father.My dad worked all the years we were growing up.  He worked for the same company working his way up to manager.  He always said he regretted not going to college which his father had wanted him to do.  Sadly for both my parents their aims in life centered around their children and helping us to  do better than they had in life.

Which parent gave you strongest role model?They equally gave me a positive role model for different reasons. They both taught me to put Family above all, my mom showed me the importance of being their for your children and that being a housewife is not the wor4st thing in life.  My dad showied me if you work hard and care about what you do you will be successful.

II.  Organization of family life: the family dwelling

     How many family members were there?Four of us.  What were the age/sex differences?Two boys two girls I am the oldest, Aunt Patty is next 31/2 years younger, Uncle Richie 5.5 years younger and Uncle Joe9.5 younger.  

How long did children stay at home, and were there differences in ages of departure that related to gender? Both girls stayed at home until we were married and both my brothers stayed at home until going to college and finding full time jobs. 

Education:  what were your best/favorite subjects, favorite teachers?My favorite subjects in HS and College were History and Math.   Were distinctions made in schooling for girls and boys?  There were some  distinctions made between girls and boys during the years I grew up.  Girls were expected to get married and raise a family but they were encouraged to go out to work as well.  However, jobs for girls were stereotyped as secretaries (officework) receptionists waitresses etc if you didn’t go to college or a teacher or nurse if you did.  Describe your classmates--of same background as you?Most of the girls I went to school did not go to college, most went the office route and then Married between 20-25 years.

What was the time, occasion of interviewee's departure from home?  Was there a debate or controversy over it?I did not leave home until I got married, my parents did not expect me to leave even after finishing College unless I was married.

If departed, where to?  How far?  What kinds of communication patterns were set up between new and old homes?  If remained, under what circumstances?

III.
Decision-making and status
How were key family decisions made about your life, e.g. on moving, schooling, occupational choices, marriage?The decision to go to college was mine given to me by my parents, I commuted since school was expensive and it would be less expensive for my parents.

How were decisions made on daily family business, either when growing up or married/independent (budgetary, housekeeping, etc.)? Growing up my Dad and Mom would discuss things but my dad usually made money matters and my mom usually made household decisions and they pretty much stuck to those patterns.When I got married I was working out side the home to make money to buy a house while your father finished  school.  When He finished we worked for a while together in order to save When he got a better job we decided to start a family and buy our first home.We pretty much make all decisions with regards to major purchases budgets etc together.  Household things are usually taken care of by me indoors and by dad outdoors. I take care of all the money in the  house since I was doing it since I was teenager for my dad.  It use to be fun when I was growing up and when I got married I just kept doing it. Your father had no objections it was one less headachenfor him.  

Compare discipline patterns when growing up and when has own children (if relevant)--who disciplined you, who disciplines your children?  And by what means?  Growing up My dad was pretty much not involve with discipline unless my mother had to get out the big guns.  I pretty much picked yp that same thing with you guys.  

Were family members "ranked" according to status and privileges?  No Never. Why?  How did ranking manifest itself, e.g. in sitting arrangements at meals?  terms of address?My Parents were always fair and pretty much treated us all the same.  My brothers being boys were not expected to do beds and clean in side but thet weregiven out side chores.  Being the oldest I was expected to be more responsible but I never thought of it as ranking. My Mom did tend to do the Girl Activities with us and My dad Sort of Did the sports and boy things with my brothers.

IV.  Emotional content
Ask for descriptions of affectionate/or lack of affectionate relationships in family--to whom was it possible to express affection?  who returned it?In my family both my parent were affectionate with us as children.  I think we precieved that my dad was less likely to display cuddling behavior than my mom, however he always greeted us warmly and always asked us how things were.We tended to always look for final approval from him.

Describe relations between spouses, either your’s or her parents :Your Dad and I don’t always agree on things but we will usually talk it out. I am precieved as the worry wart but your dad worries just as much as I do.  I am just the one that says it. A Habit I got from grand ma.  

V. Aid and Responsibility
Did you aid parents in any way? Growing up we were expected to help with certain things. Now that my parents are elderly it becomes our responibilty to try a help them whenever we can.

Who cared for sick and dependent family members?I always cared for you guys when you are sick and I still seem to do that. Old habits die hard something else I got form my mom.

Who did the housework? I did and still do all the house work something I learned form my mother.  Sometimes others help but very little !!!!! Get the Message!!!!!

VI.   Property
Who owned the family property and how was it managed?My Father and mother owned their home jointly as do your father and I.  Inside things are female run outdoor things male run.

VII.  Education
 How were decisions made about education?  For my self and your father we were given the opportunity to continue past HS.  There was no question that HS would be expected.  As for you and your brother we both wanted you to go to college and we decided a long time ago that that was what was expected. 

     Who paid for it? For me my grandmother paid for me to go to college since my dad was unable to do it all himself.  Both my brothers had to take out partial loans however my father paid equally for each of us.  My sister choose not to go to college my father wanted.

     How does that situation compare with siblings or other family members?My brothers did need to take out partial loans.

     When did education stop, and why?After graduation from college I went on for my masters which I finished when I first got married.  That was a far as I was going since I hadn’t gotten a jobe in mychoosen field.

VIII.  Careers and opportunities
Did family's attitudes toward women's work influence interviewee's choice of career and/or marriage?   NO  My dad actually wanted me to be a lady Banker which was probably  thought of as a Mans jobl  How was "success" measured in your family? You were a success if you were doing something that earned your way.   Hopefully you enjoyed it as well.

    What, if any, pressures were put upon your to decide in one way or another? None

    What were your work experiences?

Describe your first job.  Working with My dad each summer in an office that he was at. How did you get it?  My Dad was the manager of the Place. How old were you?  Sixteen Did you expect to keep it a long time? All the  way through college  What did you earn? Min. Wage  at the time about 3.75 Where did the money get spent? Gifts ,gas for my car, personal items I might have wanted. Who was your boss? My dad. Did you make friends on the job and socialize with them?there were not to many people there but I did make friends with those who were there.What was the best/worst thing about that job? Best thing was there was no pressure worst not too many people my own age.Why did you leave it?I finishe college and the job really was eliminated shortly there after.  Describe other work experiences similarly.After getting out of college I substituted as I went to Grad School since I was unable to get a full time position (glut of teachers)

Afterwards I got engaged and married and worked 5 years in a Hospital business office until I had children.  I stayed home to be with my children until Mike was in pre school than I worked in preschool until you were 10 than started to sub in district for 5 years got full time job teaching in 1999.

Marriage/work: marriage/ children/ work--describe your priorities and decisions in these  regards, how you managed things at home and at work, if applicable.The decision to stay home to raise you and your brother was totally mine.  I felt that if I was going to have kids I wanted to be able to spend quality time with them in the younger years.  I decision was easy since I was not working in my chosen field  any way. I just decided that working could wait for a while. And I do Not regret my decision.

If you had been a man, would your experiences have been different?Probably!!! Any sexual harassment on the job?NO

IX.  Migration
When did family migrate to U.S. or make major move within

U.S.?My grandparents Came here in the early 1900s from Italy

Who made the migration decisions, and why?There parents made the decision to comehere for a better life than what they had in Italy.

     Did contact continue with old country or old neighborhood? Yes because relatives remained in the Old country when they came here.What was   interviewee's attitude toward the places left behind?My attitude is that my grandparents and their parents were in many ways brave to take such a huge step to come to a place totally different and leave behind all they knew.

XIII.  General
What was the most exciting part of your life? Getting Married and having my children seeing them grow into  good people . worst part?Watching my parents grow old and in so many ways helpless and knowing how hurt they feel because they believe themselves to be a burden.   If you

could live it over again, how would you change it? I am not sure I would, perhaps I would have chosen to take that chance and be the Lady Banker my dad wanted me to be.

If you had/have a daughter, how different would you like her life to be? If I had a daughter I believe that I would have treated her  as I have treated my two sons.  I would have expected the dsame things for her as I do for them.  I believe that you need to work hard care about what you do and who you are and you will be succesful

What dramatic influences on your life can you recall? The terrible times of war both in my past as well as in the present.

How do you feel about abortion rights and Equal Rights Amendment?  I feel that all people are entitled to equal rights. I have opinions about when an abortion should be performed and when it shouldn’t.  I do not believe it should be a form of birth control. I do think that women should have responsible choice about this matter.  

Do you define yourself as a feminist, and if so, what do you mean by the term?I am not a feminist and do not believe that most females consider themselves such.  I believe that all people should be treated fairly but that no one male female black white should be given preference over another based on anything but hard work and ability to do the best job.

If you could be sixteen again, how would you change your life?

               How do you think significant wars, WWII/Vietnam, or political movements/ mainly the feminist movement shaped your way of thinking about being a woman? The Feminist movement has brought forth some  of the inequities that exist.  But I do not feel that I should or any other female be given preferential treatment because of my gender.  If that is the case I have to wonder if I was given this job because I am the most qualified or because I am a female.

